
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COTHA Lent Discussion Group 

Amersham Free Church 

 

Wednesdays  

March 6 – April 10 

7.45 – 8 pm 

 

Based on the film Whale Rider  
 

 

 
 

This year’s Lent Course is based on the 2002 New Zealand-German film, Whale Rider. It is 
partly a straight tale, partly a gripping mystical fable, which depicts the expectations and 
quest for a saving new leader by an indigenous Maori tribe living on an island off the coast 
of New Zealand. It deals with great universal themes, like love and change, tradition and 
rebellion, the call to transcend personal and communal expectations, the realities of life and 
the marvellous miracles of faith.  
 
On the first evening the film will be shown in its totality and the successive occasions will 
include an extract from the film, questions and group discussions, use of Biblical passages 
and a meditation with readings and music.  

 
 

 

Please take one 

 

 

It’s 

Free! 

MARCH 2019 

 

 

 

I Thirst 
 

The central meditation at this year’s Good Friday service will be based on Jesus’ 
plea from the Cross: ‘I thirst’.   
 
If you have any ideas, images, poems, short readings, paintings relating to this 
theme, which could form part of the meditation section of the Good Friday 
Service and/or could form a display for Holy Week please speak to Christine 
Leslie, Rachel Wilcox or Hazel Miller in the office. 
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Worship   

Sundays 
8 am  Said Eucharist 
10 am  Sung Eucharist (Coffee afterwards) 
  Gathered Round all age service 2nd Sunday. 
Tuesdays 
10.30 am Said Eucharist 
Mondays - Fridays 
9 am Morning Prayer 
The Church is usually open each morning from 9 am for anyone who 
wishes to meditate or spend time in quiet. 
3rd Saturdays 
11.30 am – 1 pm Messy Church 

Clergy 
 
Vicar  
The Revd Debbie Oades 
revdebbieoades@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
Associate Priest 
 
The Revd Peter Binns 
peter.binns166@btinternet.com 
 
 

 

 

 

Church  Administrator 
Hazel Miller  
office@stmichaelsamersham.org.uk. 

 

 
 

 

Churchwardens 
 

Roland Gillott. 
Roland.gillott@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Roger Leslie 
rogerleslie25@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding Officer 
Ann Beattie 

ann.beattie@care4free.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Kenneth Prideaux-Brune 

01494 433871 

pbrune@olcs.net 

 

St Michael and All Angels 
Sycamore Road 

Amersham HP6 5DR 

 
Church Office: 
01494 726680 

Office@stmichaelsamersham.org.uk. 
 (Monday – Friday 

9.30 am – 12.30 pm) 
 

 

 

 

 

Website 
www.stmichaelsamersham.org.uk 

 
 

 

 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the vies of the Vicar or the PCC or the 

official policy of St Michael’s Church. 

 

 

mailto:revdebbieoades@gmail.com
mailto:peter.binns166@btinternet.com
file:///C:/Users/Kenneth/Documents/St%20Michael's/office@stmichaelsamersham.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/Kenneth/Documents/St%20Michael's/Roland.gillott@btinternet.com
mailto:rogerleslie25@gmail.com
mailto:ann.beattie@care4free.net
mailto:pbrune@olcs.net
file:///C:/Users/Kenneth/Dropbox/Public/Documents/Office@stmichaelsamersham.org.uk
http://www.stmichaelsamersham.org.uk/
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COMMENT 

Two Huge Personalities 
 
Back in the 1960s I worked for the Rev Philip (‘Tubby’) Clayton, administering an Anglo-
American volunteer exchange.  One day Tubby was visited by his old friend George 
MacLeod, the founder of the Iona Community.  They agreed that it would be a good idea 
for the American volunteers to spend their first few days over here on Iona, preparing 
for their summer’s work.  It was left to me to sort out the logistics of getting some 70 
people from Prestwick airport to this island off the west coast of Scotland and then back 
to the mainland and south to the cities in which they were to work.   And George’s 
number two, Ralph Morton, had the almost equally difficult task of finding 70 beds on 
this small island.  I confess I was concerned at the prospect of having two such huge 
personalities cooped up on the same tiny island.  Both were wildly charismatic and both 
were used to being totally the centre of attention.  But Tubby recognised that he was on 
George’s patch and kept what was for him a fairly low profile, so there was no clash of 
the titans.   
 
I remember George saying to me one day: “Tubby is one of the great masters of the 
spiritual life”.  I confess I was a little taken aback.  I had always seen Tubby as the great 
activist, the person who was full of creative ideas, with the energy and determination to 
carry them out.  But on reflection I am sure George was right.  All of Tubby’s activity was 
underpinned by an extraordinarily intimate relationship with God.  Tubby and George 
had the deepest respect for each other but they also had profound differences, on 
serious issues like pacifism and on more esoteric matters like the relative contributions 
to the conversion of Scotland of St Columba and St Ninian.  If there was anyone with 
him Tubby would always say his prayers aloud and a colleague who shared a sleeper 
with him as they travelled north to meet us at Oban told me that his prayers that night 
began: “God, you and I know that George is quite wrong about St Ninian…”.   
 

Ken Prideaux-Brune 
 
 

St Michael’s Vision Statement 
 

As a Christian community, we seek to engage with the world around us and to 
be a place of welcome and acceptance for all on a journey to God – believers, 
doubters and those who are seeking. 
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SAINT DAVID 

With writing about any 6th 
century saint the problem 
is sorting fact from fiction.  
Our earliest source for the 
life of St David is an 11th 
century text by 
Rhygyfarch, written 
primarily to bolster the 
case for the 
independence of the 
Welsh church from 
Canterbury.  

 
David seems to have 
visited Ireland early in his 
ministry.  There are 
records of a meeting 
attended by three Britons, 
among them Bishop 
David. 

 
He attended the Synod of 
Brefi, where he preached 
a powerful sermon 

Saint of the month 
 

 

There is a saint for nearly 
every day of the year, 
some of them well-
known and some of them 
almost totally obscure.  
In a new series we will 
choose saints, more or 
less at random, and try to 
find out a little about 
them. 
 

 

denouncing the Pelagian 
heresy – so powerful, we 
are told, that he was 
immediately made 
Archbishop of Wales on the 
strength of it. 
 
Legend tells us that a small 
hill was miraculously raised 
for him to preach from, 
which seems, as one 
modern historian has 
pointed out, a slightly 
superfluous miracle in 
Wales. 
 
He founded a number of 
monasteries, including the 
one on the site where St 
David’s Cathedral now 
stands and where he 
himself lived when not 
travelling.  He was clearly 
extremely charismatic and, 

judging by the rule he drew 
up for his monastery, very 
much an ascetic.  The 
monks had to pull the plough 
themselves, without horse 
or ox.  They could drink only 
water and eat only bread 
with salt and herbs.  They 
were allowed absolutely no 
personal possessions – 
even to say ‘my book’ was a 
sin.  David himself ate no 
meat and drank no beer 
(which makes him a slightly 
strange choice of patron 
saint for Wales). 
 
Rhygyfarch’s biography lists 
Glastonbury Abbey among 
the monasteries that he 
founded but William of 
Malmesbury, writing a little 
later says that he 
commissioned and 
dedicated an extension at 
Glastonbury. 
 
The date of his death is 
unknown – the most 
common dates quoted are 
589 and 601 – but whatever 
the year tradition states that 
he died on March 1, which is 
now his saint’s day.   
 
His emblem was a leek but, 
sadly, there is no reference 
in any of the sources to 
daffodils. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhygyfarch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhygyfarch
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David Glover 
 
Long-standing members of 
St Michael’s will be 
saddened to learn of the 
death of David Glover on the 
Isle of Man, where he retired 
with his wife Jean.  David 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Tobler 
 
Sadly, we say farewell to Joy 
this month as she moves 
north to be with her family.   
 
Joy has made a massive 
contribution both as a 
member of the choir and as 
Missionary Secretary for 
many years.   
 
She was a regular contributor 
to these pages – in particular, 
her profound poems added 
enormously to our Christmas 
and Easter editions. 

If you are interested in 
taking part, or would like 
to know more, please 
email: 
jane@amershammuseum.org. 

or telephone 723700 

Record Your Memories 
 

Details of a new project by Amersham Museum 

 During our lives we 
experience highs and lows, 
big and small adventures and 
even just the routine events 
of daily living.  All these 
things go towards making us 
who we are. 
 
If you are interested in 
turning your memories into 
something tangible, trained 
Amersham Museum 
volunteers can visit you at 
home, listen to your 
recollections and help you 
produce a booklet of your 
special memories that you 
can keep for yourself or 
share with family and friends. 
 
The booklet can include a 
wide range of things – 
photos, poems, newspaper 
cuttings or certificates – 
anything that is special to 
you.  It is your booklet and we 
will work with you to make it 
what YOU want. 
 
Anyone over 65 can take part 
and there will be nothing to 
pay.  Volunteers from 
Amersham Museum, who 
have been specially trained, 
will visit you in your own 
home.  Between six and eight 
sessions of between one or 
two hours will probably be 

needed and the same 
volunteer will come each 
time. 
 
At the end there will be a 
celebration event at the 
museum (transport can be 
provided, if needed), 
providing an opportunity to 
meet other participants. 
 

 
We welcome in Baptism 
 

Oliver and Charlie Andrews 

 

Our Lent appeal 
 
We are once again invited to 
contribute to the work of St 
Anne’s Hospital in Liuli 
Tanzania and of Sam 
Ndimbo at the Livingstone 
Clinic. 
 
Our contributions will be paid 
through Friends of St Anne’s 
Hospital, Liuli and will be 
divided equally between the 
hospital and the clinic.  
Money will be sent to a local 
pharmacy so that the hospital 
and the clinic can use the 
money to buy drugs. 
 
Please put your gift in one of 
the small brown envelopes 
available on the letters table 
in church and put it in the 
collection plate on Easter 
Sunday (or, if you will be 
away then, on the Sunday 
before or after).  Cheques 
should be payable to: Friends 
of St Anne’s Hospital, Liuli.  If 
you have already signed a 
Gift Aid form and are 
donating in cash please 
ensure that you write your 
name on the envelope.  And 
if you do not already have a 
Gift Aid with Friends of St 
Anne’s do please sign one of 
the forms on the letters table 
and include it in your 
envelope 

Ash Wednesday 
 
We mark the start of Lent 
with Eucharists at 10.30 am 
and 7 pm.  NOTE: there will 
be no service that Tuesday. 

was one of the team that 
produced the red worship 
booklets that we used for so 
many years and oversaw its 
printing.  He also played a 
major part in beginning to 
lead St Michael’s into the 
computer age. 

 

mailto:jane@amershammuseum.org
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Morning Prayer, which can 
also be called ‘Matins’, is one 
of the two main daily offices 
in the Anglican Church, along 
with Evening Prayer.  
Morning Prayer like Evening 
Prayer and in contrast to the 
Eucharist can be lay led and 
is recited by many on a daily 
basis either in private or 
corporately at a set service 
like we have at St Michaels 
and All Angels. Indeed the 
daily observance of Morning 
and Evening Prayer is 
canonically required of 
Anglican clergy and provides 
opportunity to add to the 
lifeblood of the church, the 
prayer and praise, which has 
for centuries, and continues 
today, to sustain the spiritual 
life of not only our 
communities but Anglican 
communities around the 
world. It is a wonderful feeling 
to know that through the time 
zones of the world someone 
somewhere is saying 
Morning Prayer. 
 
Christians have gathered 
since the earliest days. We 
read following the 
ascension of Christ -      
‘When they had entered the 
city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were 
staying, Peter and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. All these were 
constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, 
together with certain women 
including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his 

brothers.’      (Acts 1:13-14 
NRSV) 
 
And following Pentecost – 
 ‘They devoted themselves 
to the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the 
prayers.’                               
(Acts 2:42 NRSV) 
 
By the fourth century, if 
not earlier, morning and 
evening had emerged as 
the preferred hours for the 
offering of this sacrifice of 
praise. Although they 
have remained so ever 
since, in the course of 
time two major changes 
came over the form of 
prayer offered. First, 
regular daily prayer 
became more and more 
the practice of the clergy 
and members of religious 
orders alone, with the rest 
of the people of God 
participating chiefly on 
Sundays and festivals. 
Second, as a 
consequence of this, the 
forms of prayer came to 
be thought of more as 
words to be said or sung 
than as a liturgy to be 
celebrated corporately. 
Now however in the 
business of today’s 
society many find it 
difficult to worship on a 
Sunday and therefore the 
availability of weekday 
Morning Prayer gives a 
welcome opportunity to 
offer a sacrifice of prayer, 
worship and thanksgiving 
during the week.  
 
Orders for Morning Prayer 
come in many forms and 

traditions, from the Roman 
Catholic Divine Office to 
Anglican Common Worship, 
and traditions of the 
Franciscans to the 
Benedictines to name just a 
few. What is important 
however is to remember 
that whatever form these 
prayers take the intention is 
to help Christians take their 
part in this privilege and 
duty which belongs to all 
God’s priestly people.  
 
No matter what we have 
been called to do in our lives, 
our walk and our work should 
be characterised by prayer. It 
is a potent gift God has given 
us to fulfil the mission he has 
committed into our hands. 
Quality time spent in prayer 
manifests itself in the quality 
of our walk with God and our 
work for God. We as His 
church are constantly called 
to return to the place of 
prayer.  

‘For surely I know the plans I 
have for you, says the LORD, 
plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future 
with hope. Then when you 
search for me and come and 
pray to me, I will hear you. 
When you will seek me, you 
will find me; if you seek me 
with all your heart.” 

 
(
J
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We give thanks for the life of 
 

David Glover 

 

What is Morning Prayer? 
 

Revd Debbie explains 
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DIARY 

March 2019 

Regular Weekly Activities 
Sundays 8 am   Said Eucharist 
  10 am   Sung Eucharist  
Mondays 9 am   Morning Prayer.  Lady Chapel. 
Tuesdays 9 am   Morning Prayer.  Lady Chapel. 
  10.30 am  Said Eucharist.  Lady Chapel 
Wednesdays 9 am   Morning Prayer.  Lady Chapel. 
  7.00 – 8.15 pm  Choir Practice 
Thursdays 9 am   Morning Prayer.  Lady Chapel. 
Fridays  9 am   Morning Prayer.  Lady Chapel 
Saturdays 9 am   Morning Prayer.  Lady Chapel. 
Tuesdays. 10 am – 12 noon.   Wheeler Coffee Pot.  Wheeler Room. 
The Church is usually open each morning from 9 am for anyone who wishes to meditate or spend time in 
quiet. 

Other Activities in March 
Friday  March 1 Women’s World Day of Prayer.  St John’s.  11 am 

Wise Choices Film Clun. A Quiet Passion.  Wheeler Room. 2 pm 
Sunday March 3 Sunday before Lent.  Warden: Alan Jarvis (07586 354341) 
Tuesday March 5 No 10.30 am service 

LUNCH BREAK. Chiltern Singers.   Free Church. 1.10 pm 
    Shrove Tuesday pizza.  Pizza Express. 6.30 pm 
Wednesday March 6 Ash Wednesday.  Eucharist. 10.30 am and 7 pm. 
    Healing and Wholeness.  Lady Chapel. 3, 3.30 and 4.15 pm 
Sunday March 10 1st Sunday in Lent.  Gathered Round.  Warden: Hazel Miller (773189) 
    Traidcraft Stall after 10 am service. 
Tuesday March 12 Healing offered at 10.30 am service. 

Tuesday Club AGM 11.30.  Followed by lunch at Ramon’s 
LUNCH BREAK. Challoner’s Boys in recital. Free Church. 1.10 pm 

Saturday March 16 MESSY CHURCH.  11.30 am – 1 pm 
Sunday March 17 2nd Sunday in Lent.  Warden: Roger Leslie (726362) 
Monday  March 18 Not One for Lunch.  Lady Chapel. 12.45 pm 
Tuesday March 19 LUNCH BREAK.  Bite-sized service. Free Church. 1.10 pm 
Sunday March 24 3rd Sunday in Lent.  Warden: Roland Gillott (722674) 
Tuesday March 26 LUNCH BREAK. Challoner’s Girls in recital. Free Church. 1.10 pm 
Friday  March 29 Pop in and Paint.  10.30 am – 12.15 pm 
Sunday March 31 Mothering Sunday.  Warden:  Roland Gillott (722674) 
 
 

St Michael and All Angels 
Amersham-on-the-Hill 

 

The Newsletter is published monthly (except January and August). 

The next issue will appear on Sunday March 31.  Material for inclusion 

should please be emailed to the Editor on pbrune@olcs.net  

by March 19 

 

mailto:pbrune@olcs.net
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Children & Families Page       
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


