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times to identify savings on regular costs, and to be as efficient as we can. Note 3 shows more detail on 

expenditure. 

 

 

 

 2024 2023 

  £  £ 

Surplus/(deficit) on church activities and fund raising  5,448  (15,795) 

Legacies  -     -    

Realised gains on investment disposals    -     227 

Unrealised gains/(losses) on investment assets  2,395  1,335 

Net surplus/(deficit)   7,843  (14,233) 

 

Reserves policy 

The PCC aims to maintain a balance on unrestricted funds which is sufficient to meet expenditure for the 

following 6 months, taking into account planned maintenance, commitments to employees and the 

expected level of the Parish Share. The level of reserves at 31st December 2024 is considered adequate for 

this. 

 

Risk management 

The PCC has conducted a review of the major risks to which St Michael’s is exposed. A risk register has 

been established and is updated at least annually. 

 

As part of this, our safeguarding policy is reviewed and approved annually in line with diocesan 

requirements and guidelines. DBS checks are reviewed annually for all those coming into contact with 

vulnerable adults and children, and are renewed on a rolling four year cycle. Appropriate training is given 

from within the parish and through external providers as deemed necessary. 

 

CONCLUSION FROM THE VICAR 

 

What a year for both you and I! 

 

I cannot go any further without saying a huge thank you to everyone who stepped forward and stepped up 

to keep St Michaels not only keep going but to thrive, during my absence. I acknowledge too that this 

came at the personal cost of many. Fr. Peter Binns…thank you! Katherine Hyde LLM thank you! Church 

Wardens thank you! Office staff thank you! PCC thank you! Thanks too must go to the Diocese for 

supporting and enabling my graduated return to work and putting in place everything I needed to make it 

possible. To all the clergy too who covered some of the services…thank you!  To all St Michaels 

congregation, thank you for supporting them and me during this time.  I thank everyone once more for 

your support during the last few months as I have gradually returned to work and giving me the time and 

space to continue with rehab and rest. And last but certainly not least to Rob without whom I would not 

have made the recovery that I have. 
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The members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) are required to prepare financial statements for each 

financial year which give a true and fair view of the PCC’s financial activities during the year and of its 

financial position at the end of the year. In preparing accounts giving a true and fair view, the members 

should follow best practice and: 

 

•  select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

•  make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and  

•  prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 

Church will continue in operation. 

 

The members of the PCC are responsible for keeping accounting records which both disclose with 

reasonable accuracy and enable them to ascertain the financial position of the PCC and which enable them 

to ensure that the accounts comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Statement of Recommended Practice 

on Accounting and Reporting by Charities SORP (FRS102) and the Church Accounting Regulations 2006. 

They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the PCC and hence for taking reasonable steps for 

the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

 

FOR AND BEHALF OF THE PCC 

 

 

 

 

 

Roger Leslie 

Church Warden 

 

……………………………. 
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Members 

of the Parochial Church Council of St Michael and All Angels, Amersham on the Hill 

 

This report on the accounts of the Parochial Church Council (‘PCC’) for the year ended 31 December 2024, 

which are set out on pages 21 to 33 is in respect of an examination carried out in accordance with the 

Church Accounting Regulations 2006 (‘the Regulations’) and section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the 

Act’). 

 

Respective responsibilities of the PCC and the examiner 

As members of the PCC, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that an 

audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Act and that an independent examination is 

needed. 

 

It is my responsibility: 

•  to examine the accounts under section 145 of the Act;  

•  to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission 

under section 145(5)(b) of the Act; and  

•  to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 

Basis of independent examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity 

Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual 

items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as members of the PCC 

concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 

required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and 

fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

 

Independent examiner’s statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

•  to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or  

•  to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting 

requirements of the Act have not been met; or 

2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 

accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

Mark Blackwell ACMA 

MHR Consultancy Ltd 

Ferneberga House 

Alexandra Road 

Farnborough 

GU14 6DQ
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